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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, JULY 1966

My Tho based PBRs intercepted a Viet Cong tax collector;
five VC KIA; one sampan, one rifle, documents captured

(pe 17)

PCF 52 detected four evading Viet Cong junks; sank two
with one secondary explosion (p. 3)

Coastal Group 24 patrol sank two Viet Cong junks; two
VC KIA (p. 38)

PBR collided with RAG LCM resulting in heavy damage to
PER (p. 19)

Fire team helicopter crashed upon takeoff from TORTUGA;
no casualties (p. 24)

PCF 57, while assisting Coastal Group 21, sank one Viet
Cong junkafter receiving small arms fire; four VC KIA;
four VG, one rifle captured (p. 4)

USS SALISBURY SOUND (AV-13) established seadrome at Cam
Ranh Bay (p. 13)

Fire team helicopter crashed upon takeoff from TORTUGA;
pilot killed (p. 24)

PCF 35 and PCF 38 came under recoilless rifle attack;
PCF 35 received one direct hit; PCF 38 received shrapnel
damage; one crewman from PCF 38 WIA (p. 5)

Coastal Group 41 Command Junk was sunk by Viet Cong
recoilless rifle fire; four VNN WIA (p. 39)

TORTUGA helicopter fire team destroyed four Viet Cong
sampans (p. 23)

TORTUGA helicopter fire team destroyed six Viet Cong
structures, one junk; damaged 25 structures, five junks;
one crewman WIA by ground fire (p. 23)

Coastal Group patrol broke up Viet Cong river crossing;
four sampans, three mortars and one VC captured (p. 39)

PCF 4 collided with a civilian junk; six bodies recovered
and eight persons missing (p. 9)
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My Tho FBEs with RAG support ambushed a Viet Cong river
crossing; seven VC KIA; one sampan, one rifle, and
documents captured (p. 15)

USS MARK (AKI~12) became the first cargo ship to transit
the Bassac River in ten years (p. 31)

Coastal Group 13 larnd patrol made contact with a Viet
Cong force; three VC KIA, two carbines and two sub-
machine guns captured; six VNN KIA (p. 38)

SEAL Team uncovered a Viet Cong base camp with a large
quantity of supplies in the Rung Sat Special Zone; one
VC KIA and two VC WIA; three weapons captured (p. 27)

16 additional PCFs arrived in-country {(p. 11)

PBRs on the Soirap River received recoilless rifle and
automatic weapons fire; one PBR hit by recoilless rifle;
two crewmen WIA and PER dameged (p. 26)

Eight additional PBRs arrived in-country (p. 28)
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00/.STAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE

Although no major infiltration attempts were detected by
MARKET TIME forces during July, increased surveillance engendered
more hostile fire and evading junk incidents.é Patrol units con-
tinued to assist friendly ground troops with urgent and preplanned
gunfire support missions., MLRKAT TIME forces were augmented by
sixteen additional PCFs and two additional MIUKS Units.

EVADING JURK INCIDENTS

Lis programmed WAIRET TIMg forces cont inued to arrive in
country, inshore coastal areas previously patrolled randomly
began receiving continuous coverage by WPBs and PCFs. This
expanded inshore patrol activity resulted in a constantly in-
creasing number of incidents involving MibhheT Thw units along
with a sharp rise in the number of small junks and sampans
attempting to evade search by patrol craft. These junks and
sempans were normally detected proceeding along the coast near
the surf line. When ordered to come out for inspection they
frequently evaded secarch by running in to the beach where the
occupants fled to ncarby protective rocks or trees. In the
majority of these incidents MAUKAST TIE units received small
arms or zutomatic weapons fire from the beach arca, preventing
further inspsction of the craft. In such situations the craft
were destroyed by machine gun or morter fire.

Such an incident occurred at 0100 on 2 July in the coastal

area 30 miles north of Nha Trang. PCF 52 detected and illuminated
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four junks which attempted to evade. /[fter warning shots

were ignored, the junks were taken under fire by machine gun ard
mortar. One junk sank with 2 secondary explosion and a second

was destroyed by mortar fire. The remaining two junks successfully
evaded. The Viet Cong on the two junks destroyed were presumed
killed.

Extensive PsyOps programs were started during the month,
directed at the junk and sampan crewmen, in an effort to meke them
aware of the consequences of attempting to evade search. It was
anticipated that this program would minimize the chance of death
or injury to innocent civilians,

MARKAET TIME units saw their heaviest action during July in
the vicinity of Ille Nuoc, 38 miles north of Qui Nhon. At
approximately 1500 on 9 July a patrol from VKN Cozstal Group 2t
anchored two junks in the lee of Ille Nuoc to cook their meal.
They noticed an apparently abandoned junk on the beach and two
sailors were sent to bring it off. As they approached the junk
they came under heavy Viet Cong fire and were killed. The
Coastal Group patrol withdrew, suffering one additionsl men
killed and several wounded, There wes no U.S. advisor embarked.

The first MARKET TIME unit on the scene was PCF 57. bkhile
first aid wes being administered to injured CG 21 personnel, a
suspicious junk was obscrved lecaving the islend and proceeding
towzrd the meinland, PCF 57 closed the junk, firing warning
shots and sounding her siren; she received small arms fire in
return, The eight occupants of the junk then abandoned their
craft and attempted to evade by swimming. The PCF closed, firing

additional werning shots which went unheeded, and finally took
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the junk and the fleeing Viet Cong under fire. Four Viet Cong
were believed killed and an additional four were captured znd
taken aboard PCF 57. 4lso ceptured were one rifle, ammunition
clips, grenades and personal geazr. Three additional weapons
were lost when the junk capsized.

During the engagement PCF 57 came under small arms fire
from the shore. PCF 66 arrived to assist and both units fired
machine gun and mortar suppression at the cvnemy positions. PCF
57 then headed for USS ROWAN (DD 872), in the area for gunfire
support, to obtain medical =ssistance for the wounded Coastal
Group personnel, She then proceeded to CSC Qui Nhon to deliver
the prisoners. PCF 66 remained in the arez to search for addi-
tional Viet Cong; however, nonc were located.,

inother Viet Cong movement was thwarted the afternoon of
19 July when, at 1440, PCF 18 detected an evading boat &0 miles
southsast of DaNang, is the PCF closed, the single occupant
took to the water and successfully evaded behind rocks; however,
two zdditional sampans and two thirty foot junks were detected
as the PCF closed the area. These also attempted to evaede
despite warning shots, and were taken under direct fire. One
Junk wes immediately destroyed in a violent secondary explosion
causcd by .50 caliber machine gun fire., PCF 18 and USS LDVANCE
(1SO 510) errived on the scene shortly afterwards and took the
second junk under fire, inflicting heavy damage. Close surveil-
lance was maintained in the area during the night but no further
activity was noted,

Three Viet Cong were captured the night of 27 July when
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PCF 56 took two evading junks under ifire just south of DalNeng,
Ore junk wes captured.

On 17 July the officer in charge of PCF 58 wos wounded in
an attempt to recover an abandoned junk which hed evaded. While
directing local fishermen to the sampan, the PCF came under
smell crms fire from the shore. 4s she opened the range while
returning fire the officer in charge received @ minor thigh
wound. The action took placs fifty milss north of Qui Nhon,

Numerous actions of lesser magnitude occurred during the
month with evading junks being taken under fire and damcged or
destroyed, and the occupants killed. On severzl occasions junks
successfully evaded. The night of 15 July, USCGC POINT CiUTION
opened fire on six evading junks in the area just south of the
Demilitarized Zone; but ceased fire when the junks evaded into
the Demilitarized Zone. On 13 July three bozts employed a
typical cvasion tactic, manesuvering bechind outeroppinis of
cocstel rocks, when they were token under fire by PCF 18.

The presence of & friendly coastzl village often made it
impossible to take evading vessels under fire. On 3 July,
USCGC POIKRT LOMLS, operzting several miles south of the Demili-
terized Zone, firsd warning shots at 2n evading junk. However,
the junk approached a village and therefore wos not teken under
direct firec. On 8 July ¢ MinKET TIME VP-2 zircraft received
fire from threc sampans near the north bank of the entrance to
the Cue Tieu River in the Mekong Delta, PCF 31 observed the
incident, but was unable to fire on the sampens due to the
presence of a village,
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HOSTILE FIEKE INCIDENTS

Several hostile fire incidents not involving Viet Cong
junks took place during July. The most significant occurred
the afternoon of 12 July when PCF 35 and PCF 38, opsrating on
the castern shore of the tip of the Ca iau Peninsule, received
thres rounds of recoilless rifle fire, The two boats were
approximately 1100 yards from the beach when fired upon. Both
PCFs cleared the arsa, expending 1200 rounds of .50 caliber
mechine gun ammunition end ten rounds of &1mm mortar suppression
fire,

Two rounds were fired at PCF 38 ard onc round at PCF 35.
PCF 35 sustained a direct hit on her starboard quarter resulting
in a onc foot hole in her hull and scvere damage to the starboard
fuel tank (sece photograph). In addition, PCF 38 reccived minor
shrapnel damspge in the pilot house area with one crewman
receiving minor shrapnel wounds. Viet Cong casualties werc
unknown.

The previous evening USCGC POINT HUDSON had approached the
scme ar<a to within 500 yords of the shore without recelving any
hostile fir¢. The Viet Cong ambush may have been based on the
possibility of another close approach., The zrea lics along the
boundary bstween twe operating zones and subscquent investigation
revealed thet PCFs frequently turned in towerd the beach at the
point where the attock took place.

In another recoilless rifle attack, PCF 47 received two
rounds of fire while operzting in the island region 30 miles
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north of Nha Trang on 6 July, The fire was returned with 8imm
mortar as PCF 47 clsared the area. No damege or casualties
were sustained,

On 11 July, PCF 60 received machine gun fire while closing
the beach to investigste 2 contact ten miles north of Qui Nhon.
The PCF returned the fire and deperted the zrea with no casuclties.
On 16 July PCF 52 received small arms fire from shore positions
juét south of Nha Trang while conducting a PsyOps broadcast. The
PCF received two hits in the pilot house, one in the main czbin,
one in the gun tub and one on the radar mest. There were no
personnel cesualties,

NAVAL GUNF1hZ SUPPCRT

Although noval gunfire support is usually provided by
Seventh Fleet units opercting off the coast of Vietnem, MLRLRT
TIME units, armed with 81mm mortars (PCF,WPB), 40mm rapid fire
guns (}SO), and 3"/.50 caliber guns (DER) in addition to .50
caliber mechine guns, also perform this function. Because there
is a large number of units zlong the coast, FARKAET TIME units
are frequently called upon to provide urgent gunfire support to
friendly units under attack. Occasionally MLRKET TIME units
are assigned pre~planned gunfire missions in support of ground
opcrations.,

Nine missions were fired during July. On 19 July, PCF A48
with PCF 54 in compeny provided urgent gunfire support to
friendly forces 35 miles north of Nhe Trang. Scventy-esight
rounds of 81mm HE amrmunition were expended with one secondary

8 SIS
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junks. In the most serious of these, PCF 44, assigned patrol
in area 4D, collided with an unlighted pessenger junk 25 miles
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north of Nha Trang on 22 July. The night was slightly overcast,
with visibility of unlighted objects limited. The radar wes in
peak operating condition and the night observation device was
in use, but no contact was established, The PCF was proceeding
at eight knots, As soon as the junk was spotted the PCF backed
full and twisted, but in spite of her efforts collided with the
bow of the junk,

She illuminated the area immediately and put a swimmer in
the water to bring survivors aboard., PCF 42, operating in area
LC, was called to assist; and VNN Coastal Group 25 units amd
Air Force and Army helicopters participated in the search.
Search operations continued throughout the following day. Of
the 25 passengers on the junk, only ten were saved; six bodies
were recovered and nine persons were missing.

At 0500 on 25 July, PCF 20, operating 110 miles north of
Qui Nhon, collided with a 20 foot sail-only junk in choppy seas
and heavy rain., The junk was unlighted and not held on radar.
The junk sank immediately, but the two occupants and all their
gear were saved, Therc was no damage to the PCF. On 14 July,
USCGC POINT GREY, operating in Area 9 in the Gulf of Thailand,
collided with a junk. The six occupants were rescued with the
help of Coastal Group 43.

OPERATIONS

On 5 and 6 July, USS WARBLER (MSC 206), USCGC POINT PARTRIDGE,
MSB 52, PCF 24 and PCF 25 conducted a bottom search in the area
of the 20 June trawler capture. Using USS TORTUGA (ISD 26) as a
logistic support ship, the Task Unit conducted bottom sonar and
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galvanic detection sweeps in an attempt to locate any equipment

that might have been jettisoned by the trawler's crew during the
engagement. In addition, 4D sweeps of the area were conducted

by a MALKET TIME P2V.

By the conclusion of the two day operation five contacts
had been investigated by divers with negative results. In as
much as the bottom was smooth and fairly hard, it was consi-
dered probable that any material of significant size would have
been discovered by the searching ships. At 1600 on 6 July, the
operation terminated and all units resumed their normal duties.
No hostile fire was received.

From 1200 to 2200 on 11 July, three PCFs executed Plan
COERAL off Vung Tau. A total of 12 junks were boarded or
inspected with no suspicious activity noted.

MARK®T TIME UNITS

Sixteen additional PCFs arrived in country during July,
bringing the total number of SWIFTS in country to 70. Three
boats went to PCF Division 101 at An Thoi to bring the total
there to ten; five went to Division 102 at DaNang for a total
of seventeen; five went to Division 103 at Cat Io for a total
of seventeen; three went to Division 104 at Cam Eanh Bay for a
total of sixteen; no units were added to Division 105 at Qui
Nhon, and its total remained at ten boats.

During July the PACVs were engaged in installation and
evaluation of various modifications to make them more suitable
for operations in South Vietnam, These modifications included:

11 e e ]
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twin .50 caliber machine gun mounts to replace the present single
.50 caliber mount; M-60 machine gun mounts in the side windows
and 2 remote controlled k-60 machine gun firing aft; redesigned
venturi and spray shields to increase underway visibility; and
installation of a rubber dam to allow the opening of the forwerd
door while underway. These modifications should correct basic
deficiencies brought to light during the in-country test and
evaluation program. The need for more armament in general, as
well as the complete lack of an astern firing wsapon (the pro-
peller and tail assembly restrict the arc of fire of the .50
caliber mzchine gun mount), was obvious. Upon completion of
these modifications, evaluation of the PACVs in MARKET TIME
operations will continue.

USS FLOYD COUNTY (ISD 762), assigned as Ca Mau Peninsula
support vessel for PCFs amd 1/PBs, continued operations in Areas
Seven and Eight., Prolonged operations without upkeep periods
resulted in numerous cquipment casualties, but a diligent effort
on the part of FLOYD COUNTY's crow maintzined the ship on station
and e¢nabled her to carry out assigned patrol and support functions.
As the fessibility of ostablishing a Combat Support Base on Poulo
Obi Island is still under study, the use of the offshore support
ship in Arecas Scven and Eight continues as an cffeetive substitute.
The ability to operate PCFs from the support ship in thesec areas
of high infiltration potentizl has greatly enhanced the coastal
surveillance effort.

During the past two months the ¥PBs in Cozst Guard Divisions
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11 and 12 have been undergoing their annual drydockings for hull
renovation and painting. USCGC POINT MAST and USCGC POINT YOUNG
from COGAEDIV 11 were drydocked in Bangkok in late June, but
their bottom paint peeled off upon return to An Thoi. In July
they returned to Bangkok and received another hull painting,

this time losing only five percent of the anti-fouling paint and
none of the anti-corrosion paint. The remainder of the 1.PBs in
Division 11 were scheduled for drydocking in Bangkok during August
and September, Drydocking of all the WPBs in Division 12 was
completed in DalNang by the end of July.

Harbor defense forces were further sugmented during July
with the zrrivael of personnel of Mobile Inshore Undersez Warfare
Surveillance Unit 22 at Nha Trang on 15 July. LIUWS 22 commenced
limited operations the following week, and anticipated full
operationel capability with the arrival of boats and crews by
the end of August, MIUWS 23 at Qui Nhon became fully operational
on 7 July with the delivery of three LCPL MK XI patrol bozts.

In aerial surveillance, Patrol Squadron Two, opercting seven
SP-2H aircraft from Tan Son Nhut Airbase, continued to support
MARRET TIME operations. US3 SALISBURY SOUND (AV 13) esteblished
& seadrome at Cam Ranh Bay on 11 July, and conducted operations
for the remzinder of the month. SP-5 aircraft of Patrol Squad-
rons 40 and 48 flew MARKET TIME surveillance flights out of Cam
Ranh Bay during this period. Patrol Squadrons 47, 48 and 4C also
supported MARKET TIME operations, flying P34 zircraft out of
Sangley Point, P.I.

13 S
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411 flew newly adjusted tracks during July. The new tracks
placed the patrol line further at sea, allowing detection of
infiltrators at greater distances from the coast. The aircraft
also flew special patrols ¢ven further from the coast at certain
periods looking for stecl hulled trawlers.

Task Force 115 basic units consisted of 70 PCFs znd 26 1/FBs.
The following Pacific Fleet units also operated under the opera-

tional control of Commander Tesk Force 115 during July:

USS Kél.ELL (DEL 322) USS T.OODPECKER (MSC 209)
USS SAVAGE (DER 386) USS LLBATROSS (MSC 289)
USS WILHOITE (DER 397) USS CONSTANT (MSO 427)
USS VANCE (DER 387) USS PLUCK (FMSO 464)

USS FORSTER (DER 334) USS ENERGY (#SO 436)

USS KOINER (DER 331) USS PIVOT (MSO 463)

USS HAVERFIEID (DERK 393) USS ADVANCE (MSO 510)
USS KRETCHMER (DER 329) USS FORTIFY (SO 446)
USS PHOEBE (MSC 199) USS ENGAGE (MSO 443)

USS WARBLER (MSC 206) USS IMPZRVIOUS (MSO LLS)
USS WHIPPOORWILL (MSC 207) USS INFLICT (MSO 456)
USS WIDGEON (MSC 208) USS LOYALTY (MSO 457)

O H A
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LIViR PATROL FORCE

The focus of in-country naval action shifted to Operation
GLME V..KDEN during July as the PBRs increasingly deterred Viet
Cong waterborne movement.!| The helicopter fire teams were also
highly effective, both in support of the PBhs znd in independent
strikes on Viet Cong units. The SEAL Team, operating in the
Fung Sat Specizl Zone, conducted its most successful operctions
to date. iight additional PBRs were cdded to GullE .ARDEN forces
during the month.

DELTA: RIVER Pn.TEOL GROUP

. new PBR tactic, a2 planned ambush to intercept 2 possible
Viet Cong river crossing, wes cmployed for the first time during
July and resulted in the most significant Gi}E ¥iRDEN success to
date, Eelicble intelligence informetion had been received of a
possible Viet Cong wezpons crossing 23 July on the Cuz Tieu kiver
fifteen milcs cast of My Tho. Coumender River Patrol Section 531
was ordered to tcke four PBhs to the arsz to interdict the move-
ment. In addition to the PBhEs, the ViN River issault Group
cormander at My Tho provided a COLiiKD/MENT end three River
Patrol Craft (RPC). irtillery at Hoz Dong was alerted and ready
for immediate response, if required,

it approximetely 2000 on 23 July, the PBhs moved into the
area. FPBRs 109 and 110 spproached the aree first, using only
one engine., then they arrived in the probeble crossing area,

they cut their cngines and drifted silently. PBEs 103 2rd 105

! See Appendix II for Statistical Summary Fﬁ ACRIEIE ﬁ
i mfiji E i

15 GGﬁFiBEhﬂiﬁL



followed approximately one mile behind, also employing the same

drifting tactic. The RAG craft remained in reserve 6000 yards
to the west.

At 2123 the lead boats heard an engine lighting off astern
and to the south, Simultaneously the two following units heard
the engine light off sghead, and PBR 105 detected a high speed
radar contact crossing from south to north. (The junk was later
determined to have an outboard engine of approximately 4O horse-
power,) PBR 105 led the chase and intercepted the contact at a
range of 50 yards from the north bank, Illumination revealed a
30-foot junk with nine persons aboard who immediately opened
fire with small arms. PBE 105 responded vith intense .50
caliber machine gun and M-16 fire, killing six Viet Cong at the
outset and forcing the remaining three to abandon the junk. As

PBR 103 moved in to capture the remaining Viet Cong, PBks 109

and 110 covered the north bank and the LAG craft strafed the south

bank to suppress possible Viet Cong attack from the shore,

All attempts to capture the three Viet Cong failed. They
refused to take lines from the PBHs or respond to warning shots.
An attempt to maneuver the boats to cut off their escape failed,
and when they reached the bank they were taken under fire. One
was killed, one was wounded and the third managed to escape.
Subscquent firing of M~79 grenades into folizge along the bank
resulted in four large pools of blood, possibly from a reception
party waiting on the bank, |

Efforts to salvage the sinking junk were successful, even
though the motor was lost, Numerous papers, on¢ rifle and ammu-
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nition and personal gear were recovered. The papers indicated
that a Viet Cong tax collector was aboard, and provided detailed
records of Vist Cong tex collections from individuals in the
area. Although no weapons movement was dstected, the action
was evaluated as an attempt by a tax collector to move under
the protcction of guerrills trOOps.T
Earlier in the month, My Tho based PBEs intercepted and
destroyed another Viet Cong tax collector. On 1 July at 0512
PBis 101 and 104, on petrol in the immediste vicinity of My Tho,
detected & water taxi moving in violction of curfew, lhils
PB 104 started to taks the taxi in tow to Ly Tho, PBR 101
detected o small contact 200 yards chead amoving toward the water
texi. The contact wos illumindtud ard hailed by the National
Policemen aboard the PBRk. It wes discovered to be a2 twelve-foot
sampen with five people zboard towing & rait with an additional
four people. It immedistely attempted to evade to the south.
fBR 104 mede a high speed run and intercepted the sampan, and
at = range of only fifteen yards sterted to receive small arms
fire, The PBER mcde = rapid turn and killed the five Viet Cong
in the sampan with high intensity .50 caliber mochine gun firs,
The four persons clinging to the raft cttempted to swim to the
- bezch and were token under fire vith undetermined results, All
action occurred at a range of epproximetely 30 yards from the
river bank. The sampan was then teken in tow and the patrol
cleared the river bank area.

The sampan was found to contain ones rifle, a helmet, some

1 CTU 116.1.3 msg 231900Z Jul 66, DECMSSi?#ED
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clothing, and a quantity of papers and PsyOps moteriszl, Among
the papers were instruction sheets on methods and proccdures
for Viet Cong tax colluctors, detailed accounting books, tax
roles and &149$VN. The action was again evalusted as intercep-
tion of a Viet Cong tax collector,

The nignt of 15 July at 2055, the first incident between
GAME YARDEL units and o steel hulled vessel occurred when PERs
105 end 110, on patrol 23 miles west of My Tho, established
radar contact with z ship with three smeller contacts along-
side. As the PBHs closed, the small craft evaded to the river
banks end the ship weighed znchor., The ship was identified as
& tenker, the MEKONG PHNOM PENH of Cambodien registry flying
only & Victnzmese flag cft. The PBRs shadowed the tanker =s it
moved westwaerd on the hiekong River, ard at 2320 units of the
Vinh Long .G rendczvoused with the PBREs zrd zssumed surveillance.
The tenker was by that time flying o Combodian flag, No further
unusuzl activity wos detected,

While PBEs 105 and 110 shadowed the tenker, PBRs 106 and
109, supporied by armed helicopters and e flare circraft, moved
into the area where the initial contact had been mede to search
for the smaller contacts. At 2345 the PBRs come under sutometic
weepons fire from the south bank and received a single shot from
the north bank. No trace was found of the contacts. It wos
impossible to determine if the tenker had been offlozding contra-
band to Viet Cong forces in the area; although the activity
surrounding the incident and the fact that the tanker was anchored

in a prohibited crec esteblished this os & possibility.
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On the evening of § July two PBRs proceeding west on patrol
out of My Tho crossed the path of a EAG convoy proceeding the
opposite direction, Vhile attempting to eiiect a port to port
passage, an LCM & illuminated PBR 9&, temporarily blinding the
bozt czptain. The LCM, proceeding at maximum speed, rammed the
PBR on the portside before evasive action could be taken and
forced it down in the water far enough to ship water over the
gunwale. After clearing the LCM, the PBE was struck again, this
time by an escort RPC. The LAG units proceeded without stopping.
PBR 9& suffered extensive damage, including destruction of the
boat coxswain station and the radar console. The boat captain
and the after gunner received minor injuries.,

°Bis from Can Tho came to the assistance of a friendly
outpost ten miles southeast of their base on the night of 4 July.
While on patrol, PBRs 34 and 40 noticed flares and mortsr fire in
the vicinity of a Vietnamese Army outpost, and on approaching the
area the patrol came under automatic weapons and sniper fire,

The fire was returned with .50 caliber machine guns, Three days
later COMRIVDIV 51, on a visit to the outpost with the Tra On
District Chief and his advisor to establish support - including
safe haven for the PBEs - and to prevent mutual interference,
was informed that the PBhs had eifectively assisted in breaking
up a Viet Cong attempt to overrun the outpost.

PBR personnel at Can Tho employed a new technique for
sampan surveillance the night of 30 July. Intelligence received
from Phong Dinh Sector indicated a possible Viet Cong river
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crossing seven miles southesast of Can Thogy and in addition to
centering normal PBRE patrols in the suspect area, a sampan
observation post was c¢steblished, mamned by one U.S. Navy officer
and three enlisted men, The sampan used was a former Viet Cong
craft, 30-feet long, with a deck house and an inboard dissel
engine, The sampan was made available to River Section 511 by
hAG 26 at Can Tho, and was overhauled by Naval Support Activity
Detachment, Can Tho. Communications to the PBks on patrol and
to Can Tho was by PiC-25 radio, The tactic provided continual
surveillance of the entire suspsct arez, and, although no cross-
ing was detected; it is considered to be wvaluzble if used with
discretion at periodic intervals in areas vhere the river is
wide enough to provide security for the sampan.,

PBRs played an unusual role on 2% July when they provided
emergency transportation for U.S. Ambassador Henry Cebot Lodge,
COMNAVFORV, end their perty after their helicopter had been
forced down by monsoon rains at VEN Coastal Group 35 Base. The
Ambassador and his party had just completed a visit to USS
TORTUGA (ISD 26) for a briefing of her role in GAME V.ARDEN.
After receiving a message thet the party was down, TORTUGA dis-
patched a PBL patrol to return them to the ship. They remeined
on boazrd overnight and were transported to Saigon the following
morning by the helicopter fire team,

ANTI-PBE ACTIVITIES

The previously mentioned successes combined with more

intensive harassment of PBRs indicated that GAME WARDEN units
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progressively were becoming more obnoxious to the Viet Cong in
the Mekong Delta region. In the most determined effort yet to
destroy GAME WARDEN units, an ambush was sprung on a four boat
petrol 12 miles west of My Tho. At 2005 on 17 July, vwhile going
alongside a 45-foot junk for inspection, the PBRs received auto-
motic weapons and mortar fire from both banks of the river. The
fire was suppressed with .50 caliber mechine gun end small arms
fire. There were no casuclties,

PBis 35 and 35, operzting on the Bassac River 15 miles
southeast of Can Tho, were less fortuncte when at 1433 on 10
July they came urder heavy asutomatic weapons and small arms
fire, 1In the ensuing firefight one crewman and one Victnemese
civilian, temporarily in the custody of the patrol, werc wounded.
PBkis came under fire numerous other times while on patrol and
on several occasions were hit by small zrms or zutomatic weapons
fire vith no casurlties or siznificent demege.

On two occasions PBHs from Can Tho were utilized for loud-
speaker missions to warn civilians of impending artillery
exercises in areas zlong the Bassac Hiver, On both instances
the boats came under Vist Cong fire from the banks, and the fire
was suppressed with no friendly casuzlties. On the first mission
on 25 July, the Tra On District Chief was embarked.

On 26 July the Vist Cong conducted & unique test of PER
reactions to & possible booby trap. At 0946, while on patrol
five miles cast of My Tho, PBEs 103 =rd 104 sighted en anchored,
fifteen-foot sampen, apparently empty. Two warning shots were
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fired with no response, Ixaminstion corducted from a safe
distance disclosed a five-gallon drum with wires attached
located on the forward seat. The situstion was reported to
CTU 116.1.3 and the patrol was ordered to remain well clear.
CTEZ 116.1.3.1 accompenied by the My Tho KAG Commender then
proceeded to the scene, arriving at 1005, Five 1i-7G grenades
were fired et the sempan, blowing out one side and capsizing
it, end revealing o sccond ccoble atteched to a smell innertube
flozting approximtely 25 yards from the sampcn. Shortly there-
after, two women approached in a2 sccond sampan. The RAG Commander
celled the women over for interrogotion, and discovered that the
first sampan belonged to them. They claimed that four Viet Cong
had forced them to set up their sampen to observe PBh reaction
to the arrangement. It wes strictly a decoy - the can was empty
and the wires led nowhere. The women were released and permitted
to tow their ccpsized sampan back to shore.

Another type of incident wes steged on 12 July, when at
0930 approximetely 60 women in Tra On Village conducted a
peaceful demonstrotion to protest curfew restrictions and
enforcement, and the presence of PBRs on the Bessac hiver. The
women arrived at Tre On from known Viet Cong controlled areas on
Cu Izo Mzy Island across the river, Locol cuthnoritics e;v;.]nated
the demonstretion as Viet Cong inspired ond directed, and felt
thot it indicoted Viet Cong cadre concern over the effcctivencss
of PBRE petrols amd curfew enforcement. Similer demonstrations
had been staged in Tra On in the past; howsver, this was the
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first instonce in winich a demonstrotion wes specifically addressed
egainst the growing success of GerE VALDER operations.
TORTUGA FIfg TuAM

Operzating from USS TORTUGA (ISD 26) off the mouths of the
Bosszc and Co Chien Rivers, the helicopter fire teams logged an
impressive number of successful strikes ot Viet Cong bozts and
facilities during Julys The rmejority of these strikes were in
the area of Iong Toen ard Thanh Phong Secret Zones, known Viet
Cong strongholds ard staging e.rcas.1 On L July at 1820, the
helicopter fire team took 2 l.rge number of sampons under fire
in the Long Tozn Sccret Zone. One sampen disintegrated in a
sscondary explosion. 3ix others were damaged, wiile 2 number
of additional sampans took cover under folisge. During the
action three PBERs were sct as & blocking force in the Co Chien
kiver estuary in the event the Viet Cong attempted to cross.

In snother joint PER-fire team operation at 1830 on 20 July,
the patrol units converged on an ares ncer the south bank of the
Co Chicn ustuary where units of VNN Coastal Group 35 had received
morter fire one Liour previously. Four sampsns were discovered
ard peruission was received from the Long Toen Districet Chief to
take the boats under fire. Viet Cong personnel were scen flseing
the area cs the PBks and the fire tezm opened fire, ond £11 four
sempens were destroyed, At 1100 on 21 July, & PBR patrol received
fire from th: beach in the same ares, é.nd the fire team dispatched

to the scene to assist received fire upon arrivel. In the

1 vict Cong Secret Zones are cocstal regions under Viet Cong
domination, See NAVFORV Historicsl Sumary, June 1966, fﬁF Al RcCIE
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subsequent helicopter strike six structures were destroyed amnd
25 were damaged., Barlier the same day the fire team discovered
and opened fire on a group of camouflaged junks in the Long Toan
Secret Zone. One junk was destroyed and five were damaged. One
helicopter crewman was slightly wounded by hostile fire.

On two occasions the fire team destroyed large junks carrying
goods ard personnel in the Thanh Phong Secret Zone. On 21 July
at 1845, a 35-foot junk with six occupants and two boxes of cargo
was spotted, With the permission of the Kien Hoa Province Chief
the junk was taken under fire, killing five occupants and causing
extensive damage to the junk, On 18 July a PER patrol requested
the helo fire team to investigate two suspicious 30-foot Junks
which had evaded, As the fire team approached, hostile fire was
received from the area with one helicopter receiving a hit in
the cergo compartment. One Viet Cong structure ard three junks
were damaged by the strike.

Tragedy struck twice during June as two U.S. Army HU-1B
fire team helicopters were lost on takeoff from TORTUGA. On
9 July at 0650, a helicopter crashed and sank in 4O feet of water
only 50 yards off the port quarter of TORTUGA, The helicopter
started an uncontrollable turn to starboard upon takeoff and at
the same time lost rotor RPM., All four crew members were
uninjured and were rescued by a PBR. The probable cause of the
crash was mechanical failure.'

The second accident took place at 2306 on 12 July. The

1 OTF 116 Historical Summary, July 1966.
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helicopter was airborne only five to ten secords before crashing.
The pilot was unable to free himself from the aircraft and was
lost; while the second crewmember managed to work free and was
recovered by a boat from TORTUGA. Through him it was learned
that there was no visible moon and no visible horizon, and that
the altimeter read U"zero" from time of takeoff to time of
collision., The body of the pilot was recovered the following
day, and subsequent autopsy revealed he was killed by a sharp
blow on the head. As he had been flying extensively the day of
the accident, pilot fatigue was felt to be a contributing factor
in the acciden.t.1
RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP

PBRs on patrol in the Rung Sat Special Zone saw only light
action during the month, The only significant detection of Viet
Cong waterborne movement occurred the morning of 7 July when
PBRs 25 and 26 detected 2 sampan crossing the northern reach of
the Soirap River. As the PBRs approached, a2 swimmer was sighted
in the vicinity of the sampan and challenged, but continued to
swin toward the river bank. He was taken under fire by M-14
rifle, but disappeared into dense foliage near the bank, Shallow
water precluded an approach on the apparently beached sampan, and
it was taken under fire with an M-79 grenmade launcher and forced
into deeper water, Two bodies were discovered in the sampan

before it sank.

! 1bid,

25 SONFTDRNTEasl

DECLASSIFIED



PBRs 69 and 70, on patrol on the Soirap River south of the
Quang Xuyen Village during the afternoon of 30 July, received a
single recoilless rifle round, small arms and automatic weapons
fire from Viet Cong positions on the shore. PBR 70 was hit on
the starboard bow by the recoilless rifle roumd, losing one man
overboard from the impact and suffering one additional man
wounded. Both boats proceeded south, firing heavily at the Viet
Cong positions, then came zbout to the north for another firing
Fess., Four additional PBRs were dispatched to the area, and PBR
21 recovered the wounded nan from the water several miles from
the eambush site. Fixed wing and helicopter air strikes wére
also called in on the area.

PBR 70 received a hole two feet long and nine inches high
in the starboard side under the .50 caliber machine gun mount,
and ten shrapnel holes in the deck beside the mount. One radio
was rendered inoperative by shrapnel. The two wounded men;were
evacuated to Saigon. Viet Cong casualties in the action were
unknown.

PBRs on Long Tau River petrol came under fire on only one
Occasion during the month. The night of 28 July, PBRs 48 and 68
received automatic weapons fire while on a routine patrol 15
miles southeast of Nha Be. Fire was returned. There were no
friendly casualties.

Activity involving the helicopter fire team in the RSSZ
was also light during July., In significant action the morning

of 19 July, the fire team destroyed four camouflaged sampans and
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one hut while supporting the extraction of the SEAL Team. On
30 July the fire team received ground fire while on zn armed
reconnaissance mission along the Soirap River in the same area
where the PBRs had been ambushed, The fire team expended all
ammunition in the area with undetermined results. Darkness and
weather conditions precluded further strikes.

SEAL TEAM OPERATION

In the largest SEAL Team operation yet in the Fung Sat
Special Zone, three teams, each composed of six men, were
inserted by LOM-6 on 27 July at 1245 into the area west of Can
Gio Village. At 1528 the point men of a team investigating a
well concealed trail leading through dense mengroves came face
to face with three armed Viet Cong. He fired a grenade from an
M-79 launcher, killing one and wounding the other two, before
falling back with the remainder of the patrol, The patrol
notified the other teams of the encounter, then fanned out to
follow the trail,

When they reached the area of the encounter they discovered
that the dead and wounded had been removed. Further investiga-
tion disclosed a Viet Cong camp with eight buildings including
a mess hall large enough to accommodate 80 men. Also discovered
were two sampans, 200 pounds of rice, two carbines, 500 rounds
of small arms ammunition, uniforms, entrenching tools, and a
large number of documents. The camp and the material too bulky
to move were destroyed.

Among the captured documents were perscnal papers,
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certificates of achievement for Viet Cong, maps, training menuals,
pictures and personnel rosters. Documents indicated that the
camp had contained one platoon of 24 men. The maps provided
defense and mine field plans for the Long Thanh Peninsula area
between Can Gio and Dong Hoa.

GAME WARDEN UNITS

Eight additional PBRs were offloaded from the SS BROOKVILIE
at Vung Tau and added to GAME WARDEN forces on 31 July. Several
boats experienced minor damage during offloading.

On 1 July Commander River Patrol Section 522 reported
operationally ready with PBRs 111 and 113; and on 22 July
reported that crews and patrol officers were fully trained ami
would be ready for the transit to the base at Vinh Iong upon
receipt of additional boats plus five days required for outfit-
ting. On 26 July River Patrol Section 521 was administratively
activated at Cat Lo. On 28 July Commander River Squadron Five
was designated CTU 116.8,1 (Commander PBR Support Unit),

PBRs based on board USS TORTUGA continued to experience
undesirable operating conditions and were chronically plagued
with reduced patrol capabilities. On 15 July River Patrol
Section 512, operating from TORTUGA, reported experiencing as
much as fifty percent operating time lost due to heavy winds
and rough seas, In addition, heavy weather proved to be detri-
mental to PBR hulls as RivPatSec 512 exﬁerienced cdamage to
several boats.

In an attempt to establish and maintain good relationships
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with Vietnamese civilians exposed to PBR boarding and searching,
signs in Vietnamese were prepared and distributed to the PBR
units for display on the boats. These signs explain to indigenous
personnel the reasons for the presence of the PBRs in their
respective areas (see photograph and translation).

The MSB detachment at Nha Be reached full strength during
July as four additional boats arrived, bringing the total to
twelve. The minesweepers commenced sweeps of the Dong Nai River
from Cat Lai to the Bien Hoa Highway Bridge in addition to pre-
viously instituted sweeps of the Long Tau River and the Nha Be
and Cat lLo anchorages. No known water mine incidents occurred
during the month in the areas where sweeping operations were
conducted,
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NLVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON

July was marked by an dincrease in NAVSUPPACT Saigon's capa-
bility to provide support for operating naval elements in the
II, III, and IV Corps Tactical Zones. Although NAVSUPPACT Saigon
has not yet achieved full operational level, growth was achieved
in every detachment and department, and the cormand approached
its goal of complete support to the boats.

July saw an expanded support capability develop at field
detachments under the control of NAVSUPPACT, Saigon; while at the
headquarters in Saigon new operational procedures promised
increased efficiency. Navy personnel arriving in country started
processing through the Colosseum Navy Inprocessing Center - an
operation combining transient quarters with an informative Navy
indoctrination program. The administrative Department estab-
lished a mail routing office at Tan Son Nhut Airbase to increase
delivery efficiency.

During July personnel on board reached 75 percent of
allowance (1088 of 1449). A significant shortage of technical
rates remained.

The Supply Department hosted members of the SERVPAC Supply
Department staff in a three day conference on various supply
and support problems., With improvement in logistical suppbrt a
ccnstant goal of the activity, instructions were promulgated
during July to all detachments implemenﬁing the Yexpedited ship-
ment" program which is designed to improve support responsiveness
by compressing pipeline movement of material,
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In other supply activities, U.S. Army, Vietnam Real Estate
made an additional 42,000 square feet of starage area available
to NAVSUPPACT, Saigon. During the month the number of vehicles
used by the detachments and the Saigon headquarters increased to
139 out of a requested total of 464, The NAVSUPPACT, Saigon
electronics repair shop, located at the COMNAVFORV compound,
was made ready., Repair and field support teams have been
established and are operational,

Operational comtrol of USS MARK (AKL 12), USS BRULE (AKL 28),
and USS BLUEBIRD (MSC 121) was assumed during July, greatly
increasing the sealift capability of the activity. On 23 July,
MARK became the first cargo ship in approximately ten years to
transit the Bassac River from Can Tho to the open sea, a par-
ticularly hazardous trip due to the shifting and unmarked chznnel
and the danger of Viet Cong attack., She was escorted by VNN LSIL
331, one of a class of shallow draft ships highly experienced in
transit of the Bassac River. Use of this route will reduce the
resupply cycle to Delta bases by two days.

The Operations Department air 1lift division flew 346 passen-
gers and 14,192 pounds of cargo in the last two weeks of July.
Work on the P2V apron at Tan Son Nhut continued to be delayed by
daily rains; 1 October was established as the estimated comple-
tion date. Also in the Operations Department, a courier and
guard mail service was initiated throughout the detachments to
facilitate communications,

The berthing, messing, pier amd boat replenishment facilities
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at Vinh Long, Sa Dec and Long Xuyen were brought to state of
utility during July in preparation for the arrival of the PBRs.
Lt Nha Be the outfitting of YFNB-16 progressed as a temporary
brow was constructed; a repair area was established on board and
the first MSB engine overhauls were completed; and the cons truc=-
tion of berthing areas and z topside cover neared completion.
Well drilling on the western edge of reclaimed land at Nha Be
reached a depth of 75 meters with only salt water fourd,

Repair shops &t Qui Nhon, Cam Ranh ard Cat Lo reached,
respectively, 40, 90 and 80 percent completion. Grading of land
at Qui Nhon and Nha Trang for Harbor Entrance Control Posis was
completed, and MIUWS personnel commenced operations on the sites.
Construction was also started on the HECP observation tower at
Qui Nhon., At Cam Ranh Bay work was started on messing facilities,
Additional berthing facilities were constructed on the veranda
of the leased villa at Cen Tho; and preparations were being made

for the arrivel of YFNB-9 at that Delta Base,

i o
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CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

Navy civic action PsyOps programs continued to develop
during July as the PsyOps advisors settleéd into their billets
and additional persomnel and units commenced participation. In
DaNang a "lite-a-bike™" safety campaign to reduce night accidents
was established with the cooperation of the DaNang Chief of
Police. The program consists of placing red reflective tape on
the rear fender and white tape on the front fender of all bicy-
cles and motorcycles to increase the visibility factor previously
lacking in these smaller vehicles,

Within the Third Coastal Zone the most successful program
continued to be in the area of Medical Civic Action. The success
of the program is attributed to fine cooperation between U.S.
Navy advisors and their Vietnamese Navy counterparts and U.S.
Army doctors, nurses and helicopter pilots. Transportation for
the MEDCAP teams and their supplies is provided by Vietnamese
Navy Coastal Force junks or Army helicopters to coastal villages
throughout the Third Coastal Zone.

NAVSUPPACT DaNang has organized three man Village Action
Teams to aid villagers in the area, The program has been very
successful., In Truyen Tia Hamlet the team worked with the
villagers in building five homes, replacing a well casing and
installing a culvert.

In other civic action, 100 tons of coal were moved by Navy
personnel from DaNang to Hue to enable lime kiln operators to

continue production, During July U.S. Navy and Coast Guard
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units on patrol assisted 16 disabled junks. The Vietnamese Navy
Hospital Ship (LSMH 40O) deployed to the First Coastal Zone, and
outfitting was started on a second hospital ship.

Propaganda broadcasts were made in Ben Goi Bay, Khanh Hoa

Province on the following dates for the times indicated:

5 July 2 hr. 10 min,
6 July 1 hr. 7 min.
15 July 37 min.
16 July 2 hr, 53 min,
28 July 1 hras 15 min.
29 July 2 hr. 10 min.

1. Construction projects completed during report period include:
(those only repaired or renovated are marked with an R)

a. Churches/Temples/Pagodas 1R

b. Culverts 3

c. (1) Dwellings 5
(2) Number of Families 7

d. Hospitals 1R

e. Orphanages 1R

£. (1) Schools, Public 3 18
(2) Classrooms 8 2R

g. Parks 1R

2. Medical Treatments:

a. General Medical 14,742
b. Dental 932
c. Surgery 17
d. Emergency Evacuations 10
e, Hairlip Operations 6

3, Health and Sanitation:

2. Physical Examination 383
b. Spray Insecticide Operations 1
. Distribution of commodities (pounds unless otherwise

specified).

a. Cement 63,100
b. Clothing 5,730
c. PFertilizer 300
d, Food 70,363
e, ILumber (Board Feet) 29,800
f, Medical, Non-Prescription 652
g. School Kits (Number) 132
h. Soap 4,874
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Tin Sheets (Number) 55

Family Kits (Number) 1,150
Textile Kits (Number) 15125
Washbucket Kits (Number) 2,895
Sewing Kits (Number) 700
Concertina Wire (Rolls) 29
Toys 200
Magazines (Number) 3,820

Education Efforts:

a. (1) English Classes L1
(2) Attendance 714

Voluntary contributions in support of:

a. Orphanages 25,000

b. Schools 2,360

¢, Medical Operations 4,520

d. Individuals and/or Families 8,080
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

During July U.S. Navy advisors reported that the overall
ability of the Vietnamese Navy to accomplish its assigned mission
remained at a satisfactory level, while encouraging improvements
were noted in several areas, New commanding of ficers assigned
to some ships of the Fleet Command were proving to be more aggres-
sive and responsive to advice. Particularly noteworthy were
improvements in several PGMs, both in operations and maintenance
practices. During July no further progress took place in the
reorganization of the Vietnamese Navy.

Personnel distribution, a serious problem within the Vietnamese
Navy, received close attention by advisors. Headquarters, adminis~
trative, and logistic 1lift ship billets remained over allowance,
while combat and meaintenance billets were generally urder allowance.
As an example, Third and Fourth Coastal Zone Headquarters were
overmanned by one-hundred percent. In an attempt to rectify this
problem, verbal authority was granted to Coastal Zone commanders
by VNN CNO to reassign personnel within their areas, but no action
was taken during July. Advisory efforts were directed toward
obtaining written authority from CNO to permit both Fleet Command
and Coastal Zone commanders to reassign persomnel. Another serious
personnel problem continued in the Coastal Zones, where there was
a lack of qualified engineman petty officers and boat coxswains.

Personnel training was reported as'adeqpate at Recruit
Training Center, Cam.Ranh Bay despite poor living conditions.
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The program to turn the RTC over to the U.S. Army and relocate
the Center to the Saigon area remained at a standstill. During
July, AKL 451 was assigned as training ship at the VNN Naval
Academy, Nha Trang., Significant improvements were noted in
training procedures on Fleet Command ships as efforts were made
to accomplish more underway training. Advisory efforts were
directed towerd increases in OOD training, inport damege control,
general maintenance, gunnery training and English instruction.
Most Coastal Group advisors reported a lack of training programs
for marksmanship and boat handling, and efforts were being made
to attzin better utilization of available weapons ranges ard
establishment of regular training programs.

Morale continued to be good on all but a few Fleet Command
units. Advisors found the monetary incentive for capture of Viet
Cong weapons and material was an important factor in the morale
of patrol units, VNN public affairs efforts received considerable
emphasis during July when many pains were taken with an elaborate
display of the Viet Cong trawler captured on 20 June. The trawler
and captured weapons were put on public exnibition at the .pier
at the foot of Hai Ba Trung Street in Saigon. Advisors felt that
such undertakings as these, given ever increasing press coverage,
have a pronounced and beneficial effect on the prestige and morale
of the Vietnamese Navy,

OPERATIONS

Victnemese Navy Coastal Groups maintained a high level of

combat activity during July, participating in both blocking
37
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operations and amphibious landings. In the First Coastal Zone
on 2 July, Coastal Group 11 and LSSL 228 participated in Opera-
tion HO DAC HANH. While providing a blocking force they checked
37 junks and 180 people, In a significant land operation on

23 July, a Coastal Group 13 patrol made contact with an urdeter-
mined number of Viet Cong in the vicinity of Vinh Giang Village,
and a 30 minute firefight ensued. Six Coastal Group sailors and
three Viet Cong were killed. The Coastal Group unit captured
two carbines, two sub-machine guns, 12 magazines, ammunition and
grenades, indicating that more Viet Cong had been killed but
carried away. In another grourd action on 27 July, two platoons
from Coastal Group 11 landed near the village of Xam Sao t; aid
20 popular force troops under attack by a Viet Cong compan&. In
the ensuing battle, seven Viet Cong were killed as opposed to two
friendly troops. One autometic rifle, one bolt-action rifle,
ten grenades, three B-40 anti-tank rockets and a quantity of
propaganda leaflets were captured.

In action in the Second Coastal Zone the morning of 7 July,
two Yabuta Junks from Coastal Group 24 encountered a Viet Cong
squad on the Ke Ga Peninsula. Two Viet Cong were killed and two
Viet Cong junks destroyed in a brief firefight. There were no
friendly casualties.

Hostile fire activity in the Third Coastal Zone was primarily
centered in the patrol areas of the southern-most Coastal Groups.
On 9 July Coastal Group 36, operating with ISIL 331 and Long Phu
Sub-sector troops, conducted an amphibious landing and search

38 CONEEDEN R NOFOTN
DECLASSIFIED



NECLA

by e i B

e s ]

operation near the mouth of the Bassac River. Three rifles and
a number of documents were captured. Viet Cong casualties were
unknown and there were no friendly casualties. On the morning
of 8 July, Coastal Group 33 units on patrol responded to a call
for assistance and rescued 148 Vietnamese civilians from a
sinking junk.

New tactics evolved by Coastal Group 44 highlighted Fourth
Coastal Zone operations. The southwest monsoon brought heavy
seas and sparse coastal traffic and a corresponding increase in
river and canal traffic, To counter Viet Cong movement inlard,
Coastal Group 44 at Kien An equipped a motorized sampan with
weapons and a radio, The sampan was sent on patrol, followed
by a Command Junk which remained out of sight and mzintained
radio communications with the sampan. During July this tactic
accounted for one Viet Cong killed and three rifles and one
grenade captured., There were no friendly casualties. In other
river action in the vicinity of Rach Gia, a Coastal Group 43
Command Junk broke up a Viet Cong river crossing south of the
CG 43 base. Four sampans, three mortars and one Viet Cong were
captured. Viet Cong casuzlties were unknown and there were no
friendly casualties,

less fortunate was a patrol from Coastal Group 41. On 14
July a CG 41 Commard Junk with a U.S. advisor embarked approached
the beach in the vicinity of the Duong Keo River near the southern
tip of the Ca Mau Peninsula, It was met with a barrage from four
Viet Cong 57mm recoilless rifle emplacements on the beach. The
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fire was returned by the Command Junk, destroying one of the
emplacements but not before four recoilless rifle shells had
found their mark. Heavily damaged, the junk withdrew to other
units of CG 41 waiting offshore. All weapons, ammunition, and
radios were transferred before the Command Junk sank. Four VNN
sailors were wounded in the action, one seriously. USCGC POINT
CLEAR arrived to evacuate the wounded, transferring them to USS
SAVAGE (DER 386). The only available doctor in the area was
aboard USS TOWERS (DDG 9). He was immediately transferred to
SAVAGE and then to USS KRISHNA (ARL 38) at An Thoi, performing _-
emergency surgery to save the one seriously wounded sailor.

Fleet Command PCs and PCEs continued to be utilized for
coastal patrol gunfire support and limited logistic operations
in all four Coastal Zones. The PGMs were utilized primerily for
coastal patrol. One PGM was continually assigned to the Rung
Sat Special Zone for patrol, escort services for merchant ship-
ping and gunfire support missions. In addition to regular
patrol duties, one PGM provided escort services for a hydrographic
survey cormducted in the Fourth Coastal Zore.

ISIls and LSSLs of the Fleet Command were utilized for
patrol in the Rung Sat Special Zone and the Fourth Riverine Area
as well as for coastal patrols in all four Coastal Zones. MSCs
continued to be utilized for coastal patrol missions as no effort
has been made to re-establish their minesweeping capability.

Working in conjunction with U.S. Navy MSBs, VNN MIMSs
continued to maintain a daily sweep of the Long Tau River from
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Nha Be to Can Gio, utilizing six craft on even numbered days
and four craft on odd numbered days. Advisory effort wes being
exerted to increase the number of craft utilized to six each
day, providing three teams of two MIMSs. Omne team would sweep
from mile two on the Saigon River to mile 25 on the Dong Nai
River; the second team would sweep from mile seven on the Saigon
River to mile 35 on the Long Tau River; and the third team would
sweep from mile 35 on the Long Tau River to mile seven on the
Saigon River. This plan would increase the total number of miles
swept from 22 to 51, utilizing the presently available craft.

River issault Group units in the Third and Fourth Riverine
hreas and the Rung Sat Specizl Zone were used aggressively during
July although less extensively than in the previous month.
Increased use of helicopters accounted for pert of the usage
drop. Three operations were logged by RLG 22 in the Rung Sat
Special Zone. In the most significant, Operation RUNG SAT 24/66
on 12 July, three enemy base camps with supplies were located
and destroyed and one junk was captured,

Three operations involving RAGs took place in the Third
Riverine Area. Twelve units from RAGs 24 and 28 participated
in Operation AN DAN 150/66 from 23 to 27 July. In this operation
22 Viet Cong were killed and eight were captured along with four
rifles. Twelve bunkers were destroyed,

In the Fourth Riverine Area seven operations saw RAG parti-
cipation during the mbnth. Operation Cau Lon 32/66 on 6 July

was the most successful of these. Thirteen boats from RAGs 21
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and 27 carried troops to the operation area 25 miles southeast-
of Vinh long. In the twelve hour period of the operation, 155
Viet Cong were killed; and four automatic rifles, 28 bolt action
rifles, 14 mines, 100 grenades, and three tons of medical supplies
were captured. One medical supply center, one infantry station
and one artillery emplacement were destroyed. There were three
friendly troops killed in action, including two U.S. Army advisors.

LDNN (UDT) comducted only one operation during July. From
5 to 8 July a beach survey was corducted north of Qui Nhon. Four
IDNN personnel continued to dive nightly in the Saigon port area
to make a bottom check of five ships as assigned by the MSTS
Office Saigon.

During July four ERiver Assault Group and Coastal Group
craft were lost in action. An additional boat was lost in a
fire at Coastal Group 31. Vietnamese Navy forces sank five
Viet Cong boats and captured seven: They participated in opera-
tions accounting for 247 Viet Cong killed and 39 wounded.

MATNTENANCE AND LOGISTICS

Maintenance practices in the Fleet Command showed an improve—. .
ment during July as some new commanding officers started displaying
a marked concern for the operation and maintenance of hitherto
neglected equipment (e.g. PGM evaporators). The policy of
selected job order disapproval by the Fleet Command Maintenance
Officer showed encouraging results durihg July. On 21 July, PGM
601 engineering personnel worked throughout the night to replace
a main engine camshaft., Timely completion of the repairs without
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resorting to the shipyard enabled PGM 601 to meet her patrol
commitment with all major equipment operational. IST 500,
during an inport period, completed an overhaul of one main
engine using only ship's force.

Maintenance of Coastal Group boats remained barely satis-
factory., A lack of minor spare parts and a deficiency of
engineering petty officers were noted by advisors as major
hindrances to ipgprovements in maintenance. Maintenance of
River Assault Group craft remained satisfactory.

The recently formed Fleet Command Supply Assistance Team
assisted ISIL 328 in inventorying engineering spare parts from
6 to 15 July. Repair parts were packaged, labeled and placed
in storage boxes according to groups. An informal supply
inspection was held by the Supply Assistance Team aboard LST
500 during a spare parts inventory on 16 July. The method of
inventory was fourd to be satisfactory.

A logistic lift conference was held on 25 July with Vietnamese
Army and Navy officers and advisors participating. It was decided
that scheduling of logistics lifts was to be done by Vietnaomese
Navy N-4 after receipt of cargo from the Army. During July the
amount of cargo carried by VNN logistic 1lift ships doubled over
that carried during June. The number of troops carried remained
the same., Utilization of the logistic lift ships is still
hindered by limited docking space which must be shared with U.S.,

Lustralian and Korean ships.
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VIETNAMESE MARINE CORFS

Task Force Alpha of the Vietnamese Marine Corps performed
a civil disorder mission in DaNang until 23 July, when the Task
Force returned to Saigon. At 1430 on 28 July, the Task Force,
comprised of a headquarters and the First and Second Battalions,
moved by vehicular convoy to occupy positions astride the Bien
Hoa - Saigon Highway to provide security for ceremonies for the
dedication of the new National Cemetery. The Task Force returned
to Saigon on 29 July.

Task Force Bravo, comprised of a headquarters and the First
Marine Battalion, was located at Dien Ban until 11 July, when it
returned to Saigon. On 14 July the Task Force Headquarters with
the Fourth Marine Battalion departed Saigon by airlift for Hue -
Phu Bai, and upon arrival assumed operational control of the
Third Marine Battalion at DaNang, From 14 to 24 July, theiTask
Force was Corps Reserve for Operation HASTINGS but was not com-
mitted., During the period 24 to 25 July the Fourth Battalion
participated in Operation IAM SON 291. On 24 July, while enroute
tc new positions by vehicular convoy, the Battalion was ambushed
by a company sized Viet Cong force. Under mortar and small arms
fire, the Battalion deployed and forced the Viet Cong to with-
draw, Four Viet Cong were killed and one machine gun was captured.
Three Vietnamese Marines were killed and three were wounded.

At 0800 on 28 July, the entire Task Force Bravo commenced
Operation LAM SON 2894, a2 search and clear operation along the
southern edge of the Demilitarized Zone. The Fourth Battalion
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made contact with a Viet Cong company on 29 July, killing two
Viet Cong and capturing one machine gun. Seven Marines were
wounded. The same day the Third Battalion suffered one killed
and two wounded from Viet Cong mines. The operation was termi-
nated on 31 July.

The Fifth Battalion was committed to the Capital Military
District, and from 5 July to the end of the momth was assigned
defensive positions around Ba Hom. On 6 July and 10 July they
participated in search and destroy operations with no enemy
contact made on either occasion. On 30 July the Second Company,
operating with two Regional Force companies, made contact with
two to three Viet Cong companies, armed with 75mm recocilless
rifles, six kilometers north of Ba Hom., Air strikes were called
and three assaults were initiated. Contact was mede at 1445 and
broken at 1800. Second Company incurred five killed and twelve
wounded. Twenty-seven Viet Cong were killed and one carbine was
captured. During the period in which the Battalion was at Ba
Hom, 14 to 18 ambushes were set nightly and a minimum of two
patrols were sent out each day. These small unit operations
accounted for three Viet Cong killed and one rifle captured.
Marines suffered one killed and two wounded.

The Artillery Battalion remesined in the Saigon-Thu Duc area
throughout July, occupying static positions at Ba Hom, Thu Duc,
Tan Son Nhut and Trai Co Loa. Elements‘of the Battalion supported
numerous CMD operations and fired harassment and interdiction
missions nightly,
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During July, units of the Vietnamese Marine Corps were
employed in a variety of roles, both political and military.
_ In 21l cases the units concerned exhibited a high degree of
loyalty and esprit. Unit morale remained high and the caliber
of NCO leadership continued to improve, Officers of the VNMC
displayed a high degree of leadership on numerous occasions

during the month.1

1 Senior Marine Advisor Monthly Historical Summary, July 1966
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APPENDIX I
MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUnisbKY, JULY 1966
1; Average number of U.S. ships/craft on patrol during the month:
DZR HS0 MSC =PB PCF IST
TOTAL 161 149 93  LeL 671 31
DATILY AVG 5 5 3 16 28 1
2. Average number of Vili ships/junks on patrol during the month:
Sich FORCE xIVEE FOLRCE COASTAL FOLCE
TOTAL 620 2762 L4
DAILY AVG 20 - 89 152
B¢ HeSe Aekivaty:

TOTAL DaTECTED jele}y;

DAY 55,644 NIGHT 64,215
DAY _1,195 NIGHT _1,005
DAY 14,117 EIGHT 17,769

STERL - DAY . 553 NIGHT 508
TOTAL BO.LXDED W0OD - DAY 11,606 LIGHT _7,987

STIEL - DAY 37 NIGHT 14
U.S, DETLINED: 1,096 persons

STEEL

TCTAL INSPECTED WOOD

123 Junks
L, VRN Activity:
SEARCHED: 23,800 junks
DETAINED: 681 persons

8 junks

I-1 COTTIDENTIEL

DECLASSIFIED



L

APPANDIX 11
GAME V.AHDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY, JULY 1966

PBE Statisticss

Total Patrols (two boats): Day 321 Hight 461
Total Contacts: Day 17,739 Night 3,065
Total Inspected: Day 3,99  Fight 603

Total Boarded: Day 4,686 Night &L1

Persons Detained: 899

Total Patrol Hours: 15,414

Total Possible Fatrols: 1,953

Total Patrols: 1,53A
Usage: E0+%

Helo Fire Team Statistics:

Structures: Destroyed 26 Damaged 101
Sampans: Destroyed 13 Damaged 59
Total Flight Hours: 212
Helo liissions Supported:
17 reaction support of the river patrol
43 armed reconnaissance
31 logistic

2 medical evacuations

S£AL Team Statistics:

Structures: Destroyed 8 Damaged O

GAME LLDEN Totals:

Structures: Destroyed 36 Damaged 101

Sampans: Destroyed 26 Damaged 61
Enemy KIA: BC 18 &ST 38 VIA 2°

Friendly KTA: KIL O V1L 3
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~PPENDIX IIT

Summary report of activities of U.S. Naval Support activity, DaNang
for the period 1 January through 31 March 1966,

Because of major incresses in requirements and the assignment of
additional tasks and responsibilities during the early part of the new
year 1966, U.S, Naval Support setivity, DaNang, wes upgraded to a flag
billet,

In ceremonies at Camp Tien Shz in Dalang East on 6 February 1966,
kear idmiral Thomas E. VESCHLER, USw, took command from Captain Kenneth
P. HUFF, USKE, and became the first commander of the youngest and one
of the largest of the U.S. Navy's overseas commands. CAPT HBUFF =ssumed
duties as RADi VZSCHLiR's Chief of Staff.

with added responsibilities amd greater influx of personnel,
NAVSUPPLCT DANANG grew from 2,596 officers and enlisted men on 31
December 1965 to 3,585 officers and enlisted on 31 March 1966,

SUPPLY

Throughput tonnage by Supply Department's Freight Terwinal Division
(FTD) increased from 90,000 measurement tons in December 1965 to 150,000
measurement tons in January. This marked increase was due to the
following factors:

a. Continued good weather.

b. Kising issue sffectiveness from auto shop stores and bost
Spares stocks ihich decreased lighterage end mterial handling equip-
ment downtime,

¢. Outstanding performance by hetch teams,

d. Implementation of the supplemental offload plan in which corgo
of draft ships wes of floaded 2t Subic Bay, Pnilippines and transhipped
to Dakeng and Chu Iai via IST.

The highest single day's tonnage to date was realized on 3
Jenuary when & throughput of 9,774 measurement tons was achicved, The
lowest single day's tonnage to dote wes moved on 23 February when no
cargo wes offloaded at DalNeng as cargo backlog was reduced to zero
for the first time in the history of the commend,

iction progressed rapidly in DeNeng East zt the Supply Department's
lMaterial Division worehouse site, The first warchouse was occupied
10 February, and 160,000 squere feet were ready for the opening of the
Cless II and IV depot on 23 iiarch 1966. Construction was also rapidly
being completed on the first 20,000 gross cubic fest of reefer storage
in DaNeng East. This reefer plant wes occupied on 6 March,

III-q



Initicz1 stocks for I.VSUIPiCT's Cless 1I ard 1V depot arrived in
March, and about 70% wos ready for issue on the opening date of 23
lMarch., Initicl stocks of lighterage, small craft, transportation, and
meterials hendling equipuent repair perts arrived, and consequently,
substantial reductions in equipment downtime were realized.

The Supply Department contracted for the services of the Philco
Corporation for the multi-million dollzr job of mcintaining MK,
trensportation, and other squipment. Koresn technicians will be
amployed under this contract. In addition, another multi-million
doller contrzct for an all-encompassing stevedoring operation to
cugment present oifloading capebility was under negotiation.

The second gelley ot Camp Tien Sha, NAVSUPPACT DaNang's cantonment
area, was opened 22 February. Tith additional berthing end messing
capebility, the station APL, USS BEXAL, was released 13 korch without
replacement.,

~dditional persomnel support was provided ot Cemp Tien She by the
opening of 2 eclothing ond small stores, a brench sxchenge, ¢ barber
shop end 2 tailor shop.

Supply Department's Bulk POL Division assumed control of three
10,000 barrel bolted steel tanks ot the DoNeng airstrip amd opsrated
2 four-inch omphibious zssault nose from these tonks to the USED
tactical fuel system a2t both ¢nds of the airstrip.

The first detzchment of Supply Depertment personnel wos tiransierred
to Chu Iai os the initicl stage of IALVSUPPLCT!'s tekeover of the Chu Iai
offloading operztion from the Marine Shore Porty.

PUBLIC ' UEKS

The following events were the most significent during the period
of the report in the Public Vorks Department.

a. Formel approval to demolish the ARVK pier in DalNang icst end
to repleee it with o 300-foot wooden picr ond two IST romps was
received., Demolition commenced on 7 Maorch.

b. The first N7B galley/messhall ot Comp Tien She went into
operation on 22 Februcry. A 3,000 barrel water tank ard trectment
plant were constructed to supply the complex. The second N7B galley/
messhall wes necring complstion and was expected to be reedy for
operction on 1 April.

c. Construction of a 4O-foot by 100-foot bakery building for
Camp Ticn Sho wes started, ;

d. The Dclicng River Bridge was repaired witain 105 hours from
the time it wos damaged.
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e. A sscond 12-inch dredge wes put into operztion at the Bridge
Cergo Facility. Both dredges operzted two shifts per dey. 4 bituminous
surfoce tre:tment was ploced on the remps ¢nd docks cnd flocting pile
driver wes used to start construction of the 300-toot pier. 4 24-inch
and 30-inch dredge trrived ond dredging on the chennels for the small
boet repcir faocility cnd deep weter piers is underway.

f. In DcNang BHest, five eight-Butler building complsxes were put
into use. Site preperation and foundation work for the seccormd complex
of L& Butler buildings continued. The first helf of the D324 reeler
component wos put into operction, and water well wes drilled on the site.

g. Concrecte footings were plcoced, and construction on lubricetion
pits wos sterted at the Public Liorks Motor Pool Complex in DcoNeng Dast.

h. 4 detochuent of Public !orks personnel wes sent to Chu Iai
estoblishing an interim comp to assums port control, communicctions
and becchmoster duties. The 300 foot by 800 foot LST ramp neored cou-
pletion. The southern half of the chonnel through the channel bar wos
dredged to z depth of 12 feet. 4 lene 230 feet wide from sex to Cus
Ho remp was usecble for round-the-clock trzific,

STATION HOSPITLL

During the period of the report, the following buildings were
crceted ot the Stotion Hospital: & loboratory hut, two Food Service
storcge buildings (ice meking and refrigerctor), an Ldministrotive
Office hut, a Persornel ond Potient [ffairs Office, Opercting Services
Office, northwest and south werd buildings, ¢ surgical hut, a post
office, & carpenter shop, 2 dentel clinic, & chapel, o temporery fire
stotion, 2 bakery, two preventive medicine huts, o disbursing office,
and zn opticecl shop.

Since 1 Jamucry, the following buildings were ecquipped and ore
funetionsl: & recreation building (énlisted Men's Club), o messholl
(enlist.d steif and potient), cn Officer's huss, supply department
building, two lcborectory huts, two Food Service storage buildings
(ice reking and refrigerator), three receiving ward huts vith mess
cosuz 1ty recelving crea (covered), a x-ray hut, adivinistrative office,
personnel and potient cffoirs office, operating services ofiice,
pharzecy, & loundry building, two hecd and shower buildings, & HOTrgue,
post office, carpenter shop, dentel hut, blood bank, ord fire station.

The following buildings were ereccted since 1 Januory but were
used for temporary quarters: bokery, south werd building, two preven—
tive medicinc huts, disbursing office, and optical shop.

Construction during horch wos minimol dus W priority reductions
for the hospital. Construction by Public lorks on the helicopter
londing ped wos sterted but work hes ceased ot the present., Vietnenmcse
workers employed by Public Works began construction of o ceient side-
welk network to replace the wooden bomrdwalk, Utork on the cir condi-
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Bed cepecity since opering was inereased rrom 60 to 165 beds crd
the evercge daily potient census rose from 35 to 124, This wes nmode
possible by the opening of one wing of the secomd 120~bed word,

DENTLL

The Dentel Dopartecnt ot the Nevel Support fctivity, Daleng,
furnishes dental cere to military personnel in the DoNeng area, and
to other personnel who zre entitled to wilitary dentel treztment.

The departzent hes a clinic at the Stetion Hospitcl, which opened its
doors to dentzl potients for routine trectuent on 14 Februery 1966, a
dental office aboard API-5 which hes just roturned from complete
refitting in Yokosuka, a dental office aboard LPI-30 waich hes been
operationcl since 30 Janucry 1966, snd o dentel facility is to be
underway at Comp Tien Sha in the very near future. Prosthodontics
are not availoble ot existing sites as yet.

COEMUNIC.TIONS

During the reporting period the departrent cxpsnded to include
new means of fulfilling its mission of relisble, sscure and rapid
communications, rnd for improving the zlready existing faeilitiss.

Zxpension of faeilities include activotion of an un-line circuit
to provide ontry into the Defcmse Conmmunications System. This had
the corollary effect of releosing dependence on the stetion ship for
corzmunicstions support. 4lso activated were several functionel nets
providing for more expeditivus iiovement of cargo and coordinotion of
the sccurity effort. fdditionally, several modificstions were mede
to the Cormmnications Center as demeonds for spece for new cquipment
and personnel becaie wore urgent.

Lith the activotion of the U.S. Nevel Support Facility in Chu Lei,
the coimond cormuniestions :ission expanded to include providing
cormunications for the facility end to link them to NLVSUPPLCT DLNARG
by rodio path. This wcs accomplished by configuring two surveyed
recfer vens tou serve as cormunications/crypto centers.

4 very important voice circuit, which become operationcl in corly
‘Harch, included USS 1ZPOSE., This circuit is used to coordincte wmedical
¢vecuctions 2s well as to provide a voles circuit to NAVSUPPLCT DaBLNG
facilitics at Hue and Chu I=d.

4is the tasks and responsibiiities of the N.VSUPP.LCT DANATRG grew
and expended, there was a corresponding growth in the Comrmnications
Departoent.

FIRST LIwUTENLNT

In the widdle of Jeznuery, the Billeting Division of the First
Lieutenant Department and all of its functions were assumed by the
Administration Departixnt,

In lote January, the Physicel Sccurity Division assumed the
functions of the Port Sccurity Division which had been under the
Operations Depeartuent,
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During the period of this report the Physicel Sccurity Division
continued to «xpand its crez of responsibility by cssuning security
responsibilities for Deleng Sast Covered Storage amd Daleng =ast
Ferry lending.

Comp Tien She ¢ mtinued to expand its berthing facilitics o zset
the influx =f new persconnel.

OP&E..TIONS

The various divisions within the Operctions Depertuent performed
their given tasks with emphasis on the following items:

a. Herbor Sceurity Division continued its task of prutecting
USS, USNS, 1STS and MSTS chertered shipping in the herbor of Dalang
up to Nemo Bridge ard including DaNang River up to the DaNang niver
Bridge. The divisicn eontinucé to protect the offload sites at
Coimerciel Pier, "I Pisr, Commercial Remp and luseun heisp. Protec-
tion of the harbor continued through use of four uinesweeping boats,
four LCPL!'s (MK 4), four 45 foot picket bozts ond four Boston khaeler
skiniiers.,

On 29 Jemuery 1966 the Port Security functions were essuned by
Physicael Security, thercby defining security responsibilitics for
Harbor Security as "wotcerside" and for Physical Security as shoresideM.

b. Port Scrvices Division continued to expend in size during the
reporting period to 16 nen end improved on its ability o render
services to visiting ships. 1ork commenced on iuproving IST beaching
sites znd updating navigational and nooring buoys. Flashing beacons
(}K-1 0D 0) were scquired and placed on the mooring buoy off Comnier-
ciel LST Ramp, un the buoy by the sunken hulk in the harbor and on
other buoys in the river. The bezcons provided some night illusdnction;
unfortunctely, two beccons were pilfured, necessitating thot clasps
and locking devices be welded on the others.,

Czizels became an increasing concern to cergo operations. One
cariel was lost and ainother begen to deteriorate. L request for six
more stall cancls was initisted in Februsry. .n 2dditionsl 12 long-
type camcls were requested for use when the scaside pior slies beeome
operetions]l this coming Septeuber.

Kange naerkers were placed in position in all three LST Ramps at
Tien Sha. .dditional renges cre proposed for Museun and Bridge LST
beaching arcas,

kith the addition of & PRC-61 radio in the Operztiomal Control
Center, o Logistic Coordinstion Offloed Net was csteblished. 4 new
Lighterzge Status Board was put into operztion to better interpret
visually the status of lighterage craft.

¢, Service Craft Division increosed its assets during the repor=-
ting period by the addition of the YTI~428 arriving from Guen and YTL's
556 and 587 arriving from Brenmerton., YFRN=383 and YOG-56 rsturned to
full service from overhaul, end three Pusher Boats were reassigned
permenently to NiVSUPPF.LC Chu Lai.
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The 2ivision included seven sfficors ol 255 enlisted men at the
end of the reporting period.

d. Lighterage Division continued to oxpend its lighterage Servicss
>n coastal operations with 19 runs o Huc and 28 runs to Chu I=i during
the reporting period. Craft relizbility nzde greet strides os 1Ch-8
craft increased to 28.

During the past quarter, 10 1Cli-3's were received. One 1CU wes
received amnl three went to overhaul.

On boord assets as of 31 Merch were 11 1CU's (plus three in over-
haul), 28 LCH-&'s and 20 ICH-6/3's.

e. lngineering and Repalr Division ccme intQ being on 29 January
1966 with two officers and 22 enlisted assigned, The zission of the
division is to meintain, repair and overheul 211 sctivity eml service
craft assigned to NAVSUPPACT DilihG, ant to lend such support as
possible to units of the Fleet and other coumands.

it the birth of the E&R Division resources were one 1Ck-6 fitted
out vith e welding outfit and used os 2 mobile work boat. On 3
February a three-scction pomboon ceuseway WesS installed at Tien Sha
Reiip, pernmitting boats and craft to coue alongside for meintenance
snd repalir,

On board strength of the E&R Division wes two officers and 49
enlisted iien; and in addition, one of ficer and 31 c¢nlisted men were
TiD off station,

f. iir Operations Division was ostablished on 28 lcrch with 3
officers end 13 enlisted men of group IX ratings. The nission of the
division is t5 provide zerial support t> activities as dirccted by
COmNAVSUPPLCT DiNiXG,

During reporting quorter, -ne C-47 zircraft, BUNO 17262, wcs
essigned but wos not received. irrangeients were node with First
terine 4Air Ving personnel to provide circraeft parking spaces Ir
reguler naintenance upon receipt of the gireraft. & quonset hut for
personnel was requested ior construction by Public %Works Depertment,
ond this was cccomplished during lorch.

Tine personnel ossigned to the division were transferred TaD to
Nevel Air Stotion, Sangley Point, Philippines in wid-Mzrch to assist
in the zcceptance and meintenance inspection of the airceraft wiich had
£> be flown from the United States to Sangley Puint. NiS Sangley
Point was assigned the task of support and internmediate meintenance
for the NAVSUPPALC. DAN.LNG plane.
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